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A 
�er four years of inactivity in the 
�ermal Belt area, the State Em-
ployees Credit Union (SECU) 

Foundation along with Habitat volun-
teers and supporters will once again 
make the American dream of home 
ownership come true for more Polk 
County families.   

A ground-breaking ceremony was 
held on Sept. 20 to celebrate the con-
struction of a new home on Fred Lyles 
Circle near downtown Tryon. �is 
home is one of 104 that will be built in 
the SECU - Habitat “Mountains to Sea” 
Challenge announced by the Founda-
tion last year in support of Habitat’s 
mission to create a5ordable housing 
opportunities for families in need.     

In the traditional Habitat model, the 
o5ering of volunteer labor and dona-
tions of money and materials are what 
make it possible to build a Habitat 
home. 

�ese low-cost homes are then sold 
with an interest-free mortgage and the 
homeowner pays Habitat a monthly 
payment set at less than 30 percent of 
their income over a 30-year period.  

Now, thanks to this partnership with 
the SECU Foundation, one new Habitat 
homeowner in Tryon will assume a no-
pro9t, interest-free mortgage through 
the credit union which will then return 
the funds to Habitat. 

�is upfront purchase arrangement, 
frees up money that Habitat once had to 
wait years to be repaid! 

  Habitat can then quickly begin pur-
chasing more materials to build another 
new home for a low-income family liv-
ing in inadequate conditions.  

�is wonderful outcome is only 
made possible because of you! Because 
of your continuous support of your 
community and your heart for families 
that deserve a brighter future.    

Back on trackBack on trackBack on trackBack on track    
with a newwith a newwith a newwith a new    
partnershippartnershippartnershippartnership    
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O 
n Oct. 25, 2017, at a ceremony in 
Raleigh, the Habitat community of 
Dodd Meadows in East Flat Rock 

received the Housing North Carolina Award 
for Excellence in a5ordable single-family 
housing! Dodd Meadows was chosen be-
cause of its unique features and amenities 
o5ered to low- income families and because 
it serves the lowest income population 
among other developments in our state. 

�e award honors the best in a5ordabil-
ity, design, sustainability, community con-
tribution, resident services and creative part-
nerships. We share this honor with you be-
cause it was made possible by your partner-
ship with Habitat!  

Upon completion, Dodd Meadows will 
be home to 114 low-income families, includ-
ing approximately 350 children. �e homes 
range in size from 896 to 1,238 square feet 
and o5er a mix of two-, three-, and four- 
bedrooms with sales prices at fair market 
value. 

 All are built to SystemVision and Ener-
gy Star 3.0 standards keeping heating and 
cooling costs to a guaranteed average of $31 
per month. 

 To promote homeowner health and 
safety, homes are designed with an energy  
recovery ventilator reducing the risk of aller-

gies.  All homes also come equipped with 
sprinkler 9re suppression systems to help 
lower insurance costs. �e neighborhood is 
conveniently located near public transporta-
tion, and within minutes of schools, church-
es and shopping.  Amenities for homeown-
ers will include walking trails, a playground, 
community gardens, and community   

Dodd Meadows will be a residential  
community of 114 homes with many  
floor plans to choose from. 

The community garden helps feed the families 
of Dodd Meadows and sets the community 
apart from other developments. 

Angie Hunter (left) and Heather   
Dillashaw, Community Development 
Director, Community and Economic 
Development, City of Asheville,    
accepted the award. 

Continued on Page 6 
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BY PATRICK BALOGH 
AMERICORPS MEMBER 
        

M 
y name is Patrick Balogh, and I am 
the newest Americorps National 
Member working with Habitat for 

Humanity.  
As a lifelong Raleigh native and NC State 

graduate, I am excited to be serving commu-
nities in North (and occasionally South) Caro-
lina. I’ve always considered western NC to be 
the most beautiful part of the state, and as an 
avid climber and hiker, I can’t imagine a better place for me to be.  

I graduated from NC State with a dual degree in Textile Engineer-
ing and International Studies. Although construction is not neces-

sarily my area of expertise, I grew up in a fami-
ly that always valued service and volunteer 
work. 

 My new position as a Construction 
Crew Leader and Volunteer Coordinator 
will o5er me the opportunity to both serve 
and develop a wealth of new skills.  

During my time with Habitat, I am 
greatly looking forward to working with our 
homeowners and volunteers, each bringing their 
own set of experiences and skills to our build sites in the Henderson 
County and �ermal Belt regions. 

My hope in the end is to have a better understanding of the local 
and national issues facing a5ordable housing and how to address 
them with sustainable results.  
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F 
all is upon us, and it is time once again 
to watch the annual migration of birds. 
�e birds of the summer Gy south for 

the winter and are replaced by a whole new 
group of birds coming in from more north-
ern climates. And we get to enjoy watching 
them throughout the winter months. 

Have you ever wondered why the migrat-
ing birds Gy in that marvelous V-formation? 

 Typically we think of ducks and geese 
when we think of this pattern but most Gying 
birds arrange themselves this way for their 
journeys. In a V, we witness one in front, 
perhaps chosen to lead and lend guidance 
but nevertheless, there must be many more 
to o5er themselves up to the  teamwork   
necessary for the birds to succeed in their 
common goal.    

Until now, no one knew why or how 
birds could form that perfect V. Scientists, 
reporting in the journal Nature, have found 
that birds position themselves and time their 
wing beats perfectly in order to minimize 
their energy use. Each bird monitors tiny 
changes in its wing-mate’s Gight and alters 
its own path and stroke accordingly.  

A study done in Austria with a Gock of 
Northern Bald Ibis showed that each bird 
Gew in just the con9guration needed to catch 
the rising air generated by the wing Gapping 
of the bird in front of it. �e birds quickly 
responded to any changes made by the bird 
in front. 

In some ways, our Habitat volunteers are 
like the migrating birds. �ey come with a 
common goal, a desire to serve and a willing-
ness to learn. Many come with, but some 
without, special skills or experience in the 

type of work they would enjoy doing, such as 
carpentry, lending a hand in the ReStore, or 
helping to select a family with whom we will 
build a future home. Whatever the skill level, 
a volunteer merely needs these two vital 
components — desire and willingness. With 
time, guidance and practice, they become a 
valued member of the team all Gying eK-
ciently in formation.  

Volunteers are the life blood of the Habi-
tat program. We could never accomplish our 
mission to serve our community by building 

a5ordable housing 
without your will-
ingness to become 
part of the team. 
Becoming a volun-
teer also comes with 
bene9ts and experi-
ences that feed the 
heart and soul. 

As you learn a 
new skill or pursue 
a skill you already 
possess, you will be meeting new people, 
working alongside others with similar inter-
ests, and developing relationships. You will 
feel a sense of accomplishment giving back to 
your community and knowing that you’ve 
done well for another. 

If you are interested in considering be-
coming a volunteer with Habitat, please call 
us at 828-694-0340 to learn about the many 
opportunities available. If you already volun-
teer at Habitat, we cannot thank you 
enough! 

A few of the hundreds of volunteers from Henderson County and Thermal  
Belt   Habitat divisions at the annual dinner Oct. 13 at the First Baptist Church  
in downtown Hendersonville. 

Patrick Balogh 

              Meet Patrick Balogh...Meet Patrick Balogh...Meet Patrick Balogh...Meet Patrick Balogh... 

                                      he’s our new Americorps member 
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A 
s a supporter of Habitat for Humani-
ty, you recognize the di5erence that 
our services make in the lives of low-

income families. You are providing opportu-
nities for families to live in decent, a5ordable 
housing and are an important part of each of 
their success stories.  

Your support helps families like Jordan 
and her daughter, who recently started work-
ing on their Habitat home with the help of 
our volunteers and donors.              

Jordan was diagnosed with multiple scle-
rosis a�er being hospitalized from three 
strokes at the age of 22.  She endured months 
of physical therapy to retrain her brain and 
body and was told she may never work again. 

"Hearing this news was life-altering" said 
Jordan. "But I'm not a quitter and I wasn't 
going to quit on my daughter or my body. 
Even though some days are harder than oth-
ers, I am still able to work a part-time job 
and take care of my daughter. �rough hard 
work, dedication and the assistance of the 
community and Habitat, we too can live the 
American dream of owning a home." 

With our gratitude, you are the reason we 
can continue to provide more families like 
Jordan's, the strength, stability and self-
reliance they need to build a better life, a life 
9lled with hope.  

So, with much excitement, we are happy 
to announce the launch of our new monthly 
giving program, HopeBuilder!  Becoming a 
HopeBuilder is a way for you to give the gi� 
of independence all year long to a low-
income family in need of a5ordable housing. 

Plus it is fast, easy and tax-deductible! 
As a non-pro9t agency, one of the most 

important things we depend on is consisten-
cy. Your regular and generous giving allows 
us to continue to help local families improve 
their lives and in turn, give back to our com-
munity. 

 Please join our monthly giving club at 
one of the following suggested levels. Over 
the period of a year, your monthly gi� of: 

�$10 per month could provide a child 
enough paint for their bedroom. 

�$20 per month could provide a family 
a window for their living room. 

�$50 per month combined with our    
discount, could provide a family a Whirlpool 
refrigerator. 

�$100 per month combined with our  
discount, could provide a family a Whirlpool 
washer & dryer. 

�Or, any monthly amount of your 
choice will make a great impact. 

Your HopeBuilder automatic donation 
payment from your credit card or checking 
account means that our work together may 
continue, and more families like Jordan’s, 
can ful9ll their dreams and attain a safe, 
a5ordable place to call home. 

Simply complete the attached donation 
envelope and become a HopeBuilder today! 

Join our HopeBuildersHopeBuildersHopeBuildersHopeBuilders monthly giving club! 

BY RICH DESIMONE 
NEWSLETTER STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 
 

A 
re you planning a home remodel or 
renovation project?  Now you can 
help low-income families at the same 

time, and at no cost to you!  In fact, our new 
program can even save you money during 
your project. 

    Following the success of our “Home 
Preservation” program of revitalizing neigh-
borhoods and preserving home exteriors, we 
have now added a “Deconstruction” service.  
No, we are not going into the demolition 
business! 

  Our goal of deconstruction is the non-
destructive removal of salvageable kitchen 
and bath items, appliances, cabinets, lighting 
9xtures and building materials.  �ese items 
are then taken to our ReStores in Hender-

sonville and in Landrum, SC for resale.      
 �is new program delivers a three-fold 

win!  You save money on the removal cost of 
these items on your project. You are divert-
ing usable materials away from the land9ll. 
You get a tax-deduction for your donation 
which in turn provides a source of a5ordable 

building materials for reuse in your commu-
nity.  All of these things support our shared 
vision of a safe and a5ordable home for eve-
ry family. It truly is a Win-Win-Win!  

If your project is ready for 
“deconstruction”, simply contact Home 
Preservation Supervisor, Jon Lilley at 828-
694-0340. 

  Most projects can be completed in one 
day or less with our wonderful crew of vol-
unteers who will show up to remove your 
donated items. 

  All items must be clean, undamaged and 
capable of being removed without damage.  
Jon will arrange a visit to your home to eval-
uate your items and then schedule a work 
day. 

  Let’s get your project started together 
and continue to build thriving communities 
with Habitat for Humanity! 

New program 
o+ers more 
ways you can 
help families 
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Alan Seal of  Thermal Belt Habitat 
removes a cabinet from a home ready  
for remodeling. 

It’s referred to as a deconstruction” 

program, but it really isn’t.  What it 

does is give homeowners  who plan 

to remodel a chance to donate     

salvageable and removable items 

from their  home before remodeling 

begins. 

Diagnosed with MS, Jordan and her 

daughter are working on their Habitat 

home with the help of volunteers and   

donors. 
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SubSubSubSub----Contractor's Club $5,000 Contractor's Club $5,000 Contractor's Club $5,000 Contractor's Club $5,000 ----    $9,999$9,999$9,999$9,999    
Anonymous 

    
Master Builders Club $1,000 Master Builders Club $1,000 Master Builders Club $1,000 Master Builders Club $1,000 ----    $4,999$4,999$4,999$4,999    

Steven & Patty Dodd 
Ron Laughter 

David & Lee Marquardt 
Suzanne Plumly 

Glenn & Peggy Richardson 
 

Builder's Club $400 Builder's Club $400 Builder's Club $400 Builder's Club $400 ----    $999$999$999$999    
Harvey & Laurie Fichtelberg 

Pierre & Dolores Hart 
James & Susan Heidebrecht 

Ann Hudson 
Jerry Larson 

Robert & Carol Meeske 
George & Linda Mensch 
Burton & Gloria Richards 
Herbert & Eleanor Spies 

 
Carpenter's Club $200 Carpenter's Club $200 Carpenter's Club $200 Carpenter's Club $200 ----    $399$399$399$399    

Robert & Martha Adams 
Lois Barrick 

Warner Behley 
Wayne Guerro 

Bud & Joann Ho5man 
Doug Jackson 
Mary Jamieson 

Don & Lynn Johnson 
Eric & Ann Koopmann 
James & Bettie Liebzeit 
Robert & Dona Mennella 

Fred Pittillo 
Robert & Kathryn �omas 

Linda Watts 

Carpenter's Helper Club $100Carpenter's Helper Club $100Carpenter's Helper Club $100Carpenter's Helper Club $100----    $199$199$199$199    
Anonymous 

Richard & Jennifer Armstrong 
Patti Baker 
Cathey Bell 

William & Barbara Clark, Jr 
Lee & Jeaneen Cobourn 

Dennis Coccia 
�omas & Jane DeMartini 
Jim & Dorothy Donelson 

Sheila Grapes 
William & Donna Hastie 

Don Holder 
Patricia Holl 

Richard & Ruth Howe 
Maryneal Jones 

�omas & Layne Kasischke 
Ann McFadden  

William & Judith Pendergast 
Jack & Jane Presseau 

William Reese 
Davison & Isabel Rice 

Emily Roseler 
Ronald & Norma Rosenberger 

Carol Schobert 
Nada Shook 

Malcolm & Jean Stone 
Robert Tobey 

John & P.M. Vining 
Pat Wakeley 

Christel & Manfred Walter 
Robert & Cecily Wells 
Larry & Ann Wendling 

Cynthia Wilson 
    
    

Friends of HabitatFriends of HabitatFriends of HabitatFriends of Habitat    
Michael & Jill Altho5 
Elaine & Don Bailey 

William Beck 
Billy & Martha Bell 
Richard Beltho5 

Robert & Annette Bonner 
Priscilla Burch 

Richard & Susan Bush 
Patricia Conlon 

Robert & Linda Davidson 
Richard & Patti Dillon 

Jack Eleopoulos 
Robert Fisher 
John Glover 
Marcia Grant 

Warren & Diane Halper 
John & Carol Helbling 

Elizabeth & William Hickman-Shepherd 
Dick & Eva House 

Angie & Stratton Hunter 
Anne Hunter 

Margaret Johnston 
Susan Jones 

Joseph & Helen King 
Ben & Joy Kish 

George & Gloria Knip9ng 
Tom & Debra Leenhouts 

Douglas Lyon 
Donald Marcotte 
Norma McFarland 

Charran & Kathryn Miller 
Bob & Lynn Montgomery 

Teresa Morgan  
J.D. & Lynn Munchel 

David & Georganne Murphy 

Glenn Richardson – Board Chair 
Sheila Grapes – 1st Vice Chair 
Harvey Fichtelberg – 2nd Vice Chair 
Bob Montgomery – 3rd Vice Chair 
Joe Howell – Secretary/Treasurer  

Warner Behley – Grants Coordinator 
Don Holder – Advisory Board Chair 
Lee Cobourn 
Chuck Elder 
John Glover 
Doug Jackson 
Tom Kasischke  
Ben Kish 
Reid Tessler  
Rob Weeter  

    

President and CEOPresident and CEOPresident and CEOPresident and CEO    
Ron D. Laughter 

Melissa ‘Mel’ Aili5 – Volunteer  
     Coordinator 
Doug Bailey — �ermal Belt Site  
     Supervisor 
Patrick Balogh — AmeriCorps 
Rita Christensen – AmeriCorps 
Taqunia Collins – Director Family  
     Services 
Bruce Gordon – Construction  
     Superintendent 
Angie Hunter – Director of  
     Development 

Jon Lilley — Home Preservation  
     Supervisor 
Renae Noble – Family Services Support  
     Coordinator 
Vivian Pennington – Bookkeeper 
 

Nada Shook – Senior Business  
     Manager  
Elizabeth Shepherd – Finance  
     Coordinator 
Joe Skridulis – Site Supervisor 
Alan Stissel – Director Construction  
     Services 
Jacob Taylor – AmeriCorps 
Barbara Walker — Landrum ReStore  
     Manager 
Cindy Young – Director of ReStore  
     Operations 
Freddie Zamudio – Construction 

    
Auxiliary SupportAuxiliary SupportAuxiliary SupportAuxiliary Support    

Steve & Carol DeWolf – Newsletter 
     Publishers 
Karen Levy — Newsletter Editor 
Rich DeSimone — Photographer 



William & Patricia Neuenschwander, III 
Roberta Newman 

Norris & Charlene Owens 
Pamela Pate 

Martin Radecki 
Tom & Becky Rascoe 

Jake Reess 
Bob Reeves 

Irene Robertson 
Leroy & Kay Schroeder 
Wayne & Mindy Schult 
�omas & Nancy Sloan 

Larry & Mary Ann Stewart 
Jack & Phoebe Timberlake 
Rob & Deborah Weeter 
Bill & Mary Weller 
Randy Wilson 
Jean Winslett 

Mary Frances Zarmer  
    

Businesses & CorporationsBusinesses & CorporationsBusinesses & CorporationsBusinesses & Corporations    
ABLE Rent-A-John 

Advanced Data and Network Solutions 
Broan 

Builders First Source 
Carolina Ace Hardware 
Certainteed/Saint Gobain 
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 

Cooper Wiring Devices by Eaton 
CREE 

Current, powered by GE 
DesignZ 
DOW 

Eddie Jobling Photography 
Flat Rock Cinema 
Flat Rock Playhouse 
Ford & Harrison, LLP 

Four Seasons Financial Services, Inc. 
General Electric of Hendersonville 

Hajoca  
Home Depot 

HomeTrust Bank 
Hunter Douglas 

Kilwin's 
 

Lowe's 
Mast General Store 
Mastery Systems 
Mike's on Main 

Mountain High Plumbing 
Mountain Maids Cleaning 

Mullinax Law Firm 
Overmountain Vineyards & Winery 

Park Ridge Health 
ProBuild 
Ram Board 
Sam's Club 

Selee Corporation 
Self Help Credit Union 

ServPro 
Sharewell Co5ee 

Southern Appalachian Brewery 
Southern Delights & More 
Strauss & Associates, P.A. 

�e Dugout Sports Bar & Taphouse 
�e Poe House 

�ree Chopt Sandwich Shoppe 
�rivent Financial 
Turf Mountain Sod 

Tyco 
Valspar 

Village Properties and Appraisals 
Wag! A Unique Pet Boutique 

Whirlpool 
Yale  
 

Honor & Memorial Gi�sHonor & Memorial Gi�sHonor & Memorial Gi�sHonor & Memorial Gi�s    
Warner Behley 
Patricia Conlon 

Cummings Cove Ladies 18th Hole Golf 
League 

Jim and Dorothy Donelson 
Golfside Condos Phase IV Association 

John and Carol Helbling 
Eva House 

Norma McFarland 
Suzanne Plumly 
Nada Shook 
Linda Watts  

    

Foundations & OrganizationsFoundations & OrganizationsFoundations & OrganizationsFoundations & Organizations    
Amazon Smile Foundation 
Bank of America Foundation 

Books for Good, Inc. 
Community Foundation of Henderson 

County 
Dennis and Mary Kushler Estate CRUT 
Friends of the Henderson County Public 

Library 
GE Foundation, Matching Gi�s Program 

Hendersonville Board of Realtors 
Murtfeldt Foundation 
NC Mason Contractors 

P9zer Foundation Matching Gi�s Program 
SECU Foundation 

�e Kiwanis Club of Tryon, Inc. 
�e Leever Foundation 

�e �omas and Jane Dupont Charitable 
Fund 

United Way of Asheville and Buncombe 
County, Inc. 

United Way of Henderson County 
Vanguard Charitable 

Wells Fargo Foundation 
Western North Carolina Quilters Guild  

    
ChurchesChurchesChurchesChurches    

Covenant Presbyterian Church 
First Baptist Church 

First United Methodist Church 
Grace Lutheran Church 

Hendersonville Presbyterian Church 
Hope United Methodist Church 
Jacksons Grove UMC of Landrum 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship  
    

InInInIn----Kind DonorsKind DonorsKind DonorsKind Donors    
William Avery 
Annette Goetz 

Joe & Jean Kosturko  

Donor List / January Donor List / January Donor List / January Donor List / January 1111————October 31, 2017October 31, 2017October 31, 2017October 31, 2017    
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We invite you to join our new HopeBuilder Club by signing up for monthly recurring donations!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Angie at 828-694-0340 to find out how you can join today. 

One of the biggest things we depend on as a nonprofit is consistency so that 

we can continue to help families in our service area. As a HopeBuilder, you 

will enjoy: 

•Hassle-free monthly donations. 

•Automatic donation payment from your credit card or checking account. 

•The knowledge that your donation is put to work immediately. 

•An annual statement provided for tax purposes. 

•The ability to change or suspend your donation at any time. 

We would like to thank this special group of       

supporters who believe so deeply in our work       

that they have joined our new HopeBuilder Club! 

John Glover 

Ben & Joy Kish 

Ron Laughter 

George & Linda Mensch 

Jack & Phoebe Timberlake 



building that hosts events throughout the 
year.   
    �e average income of Dodd Meadows 
residents is 53 percent of the area’s median 
income so sales prices are reduced as needed 
to ensure that housing costs do not exceed 30 
percent of the homeowner’s income. �e NC 
Housing Finance Agency provides zero-
interest participation loans to Habitat, and 
the City of Asheville contributes funds for 
forgivable down payment loans.  

In addition to these concessions, your 
9nancial contributions, in-kind gi�s,         
and volunteerism are what keep home sales 
prices a5ordable and make it possible for 
hard-working, low-income families to make 
a better life for themselves.  

Susan Daigle-Elmer shares how her life 
has changed since moving into our award- 
winning neighborhood.  “My son and I no 
longer have to share a bedroom! We have 
enough space now and even a fenced-in back 
yard so we’ve adopted two pets.  I grow my 
own vegetables and herbs in the community 

garden and can make a home cooked meal in 
my roomy kitchen. In places we’ve lived be-
fore, the appliances were either too small or 
didn’t work at all and there were no counter-
tops to even try to make a meal at home. We 
feel like a real family now and I even have 
time to give back to my community. We are 
truly blessed to live in Dodd Meadows.” 

Our “Award for Excellence” is also your 
award for excellence as we continue together 
to bring more dreams of homeownership to 
families in Dodd Meadows and our service 
area.    

Continued from Page 1 
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BY  ANGIE  HUNTER  
D IRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  
 

S 
tephanie Jones and her husband Michael 
Parnell were doing quite well.  A young fam-
ily with a newborn baby living in Hender-

sonville made for a happy life. Both Stephanie and 
Michael had jobs and steady paychecks until a diag-
nosis changed the game for them.     

When their son was only two years old, they 
received the news that he had autism.  �e challenge 
of 9nding day care, coupled with 9ve therapy ses-
sions a week, eventually forced Stephanie to become 
a stay-at-home mother.     

With extra bills and a dramatically reduced in-
come, Michael was forced to begin working a swing 
shi� as a machine operator at Wilsonart. His sched-
ule was demanding; working a solid week and a half 
of nights with a one day break, followed by a week 
and a half of days.  A�erward, he got  a few days o5 
before starting all over again.  "It's been a lot of hard 
work for both of us," Stephanie admits without a 
trace of self-pity. 

But now there is a break in the clouds and things 
are looking up!  On July 27, a small gathering of 
Habitat supporters and sta5 dedicated a tidy new 
three-bedroom, two-bath home in Dodd Meadows 
for the family. �eir home is one of 114 that will 
ultimately comprise this Habitat neighborhood full 
of other hard-working individuals and families who 
have been given the opportunity to turn their lives 
around and begin to Gourish.   

�e process of becoming a Habitat homeowner 
requires a commitment from the family and must 
meet these criteria: �e homeowner must qualify 
9nancially for the program; plus save toward their 
closing costs.  �ey must attend a series of educa-
tional classes focusing on home ownership, budget-

ing, and home maintenance. �ey must also be  
currently living in inadequate conditions. 

  Families must then put in 400 hours of their 
own labor to build their home or the homes of their 
Habitat neighbors. �is “sweat equity”, along with 
the help of volunteers and 9nancial donations used 
to purchase building materials, is what makes the 
mortgage a5ordable to a family of modest means.  

Michael’s gratefulness tells the story.  “�e big-
gest di5erence overall is that general sense of securi-
ty. Just knowing that this home in Dodd Meadows 
is ours and we are in a safe neighborhood is really 
comforting for our family. Knowing that our son 
won’t have to move again is very comforting. We’ve 
made a lot of moves over the years and felt unsafe in 
past living situations. I feel like a ton of bricks has 
been li�ed o5 my shoulders.”  

Because of our volunteers and donors and your 
decision to share your time, your skills and your 
9nancial gi�s with Habitat for Humanity, Dodd 
Meadows has now successfully completed two phas-
es of the neighborhood with an additional phase 
currently in development. 

 �is accomplishment is equally yours and you 
will forever be a part of Stephanie and Michael’s 
story and many more to come.       

Lives improve as Lives improve as Lives improve as Lives improve as 
Dodd MeadowsDodd MeadowsDodd MeadowsDodd Meadows    
growsgrowsgrowsgrows    

Dodd Meadows wins Award for Excellence in lowDodd Meadows wins Award for Excellence in lowDodd Meadows wins Award for Excellence in lowDodd Meadows wins Award for Excellence in low----income housingincome housingincome housingincome housing    

Come shopCome shopCome shopCome shop    

the Thermalthe Thermalthe Thermalthe Thermal    

    Belt ReStoreBelt ReStoreBelt ReStoreBelt ReStore    

A 
�er the merger 
between Hender-
son County and 

the �ermal Belt Habi-
tats, we are happy to an-
nounce that the �ermal 
Belt ReStore is now un-
der new management!   

�e store, located at 
132 North Trade Avenue 
in Landrum, SC boasts 
an updated shopping 
space and fresh, new in-
ventory.  Come and be 
greeted with a warm 
smile and know that your 
purchases at our Habitat 
ReStores help to cover 
fundraising and adminis-
trative expenses while 
also providing funding 
for our building pro-
grams. Simply shop, do-
nate or volunteer at the 
ReStore and you’ll help 
local families in need of 
decent, a5ordable homes. 

If you have items to 
donate, call 864-457-
2666 to schedule a free 
pick up or you may drop 

o5 your items at the 
Landrum ReStore on any 
Monday through Friday 
between 10 and 5 and 
Saturdays between 10 
and 4.   

Stephanie Jones and husband Michael Parnell had 

a  nice life until  it was found that their young son 

Henry had autism. A new home in Dodd Meadows 

has given them a new and better life.             
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A 
re you retired from a 
large corporation? If you 
are, did you know that 

your gi� of time and/or money 
may still qualify for matching 
gi�s? To 9nd out if your volun-
teerism and donations to Habitat 
quali9es, go to: 
   ww1.matchinggifts.com/habitat/ 

Did you know? 

BY GLENN RICHARDSON 
BOARD CHAIRMAN 
        

H 
ave you ever wondered about the 
impact of your gi� to Habitat? 
We have too. Well, now we can 

show you! 
    We’ve recently worked 
with a consultant who donat-
ed time to help us answer 
how your gi� has changed, 
and continues to change, lives 
and a5ects your community.   

A quality home is more 
than just a roof and walls! 
Home ownership is a crucial 
foundation for helping low-
income families 9nd a path 
out of poverty and provide 
feelings of stability and pride. 
�is brings about a desire to become 
involved in  the community and a transi-
tion from relying on government assis-
tance to becoming a contributor. 

Measurable results support that mov-
ing from substandard housing into a 
simple, decent, and a5ordable home im-
proves wages, personal prosperity and 
increases tax revenues. Many families 
improve their overall health and results 
show reduced doctor’s visits. Education 
statistics improve through increased high 

school graduation rates and good behav-
iors in children. 
       A�er months of intensive research, 
our consultant also found that eve-
ry $1 invested into Habitat for Humanity 
results in a value of $90.36 in bene9ts to, 

and costs saved, in our service 
area. �is equates to over $17 
million in social return on 
investment from 1989 to 
2015!  
      �e results are in and the 
bene9ts of building a Habitat 
home are proven signi9cant! 
Habitat for Humanity is a 
leader in creating transforma-
tional change and we are 
thankful for your faith in us 
and for your generous dona-

tions. You have made  a wise 
investment. 
        More than 300 families in our     
service area now have real homes; homes 
in a safe neighborhood, homes where 
children play together, and individuals 
share success stories. 

 Let’s continue to work together to-
ward a world in which more families will 
have the opportunity to live and thrive in 
a respectable home and community; 
where changes are measured in genera-
tions of improved lives.          

Richard DeSimone, 
Mel Ailiff, Angie Hunter, and   
an assist from former Habitat 
board member Jack Houtman. 

You asked soYou asked soYou asked soYou asked so    
we found out...we found out...we found out...we found out...    

how your gift to Habitat impacts 
 our service area and transforms lives 

B 
enjamin 
Hendrix 

likes his new home in Dodd 
Meadows so much he wanted to thank 
Habitat. So with crayons in hand and an 
assist from mom, Susan Elmer, he went to 
work. �e writing at the bottom reads: To 
Habitat For Humanity  “�ank you for 
giving us our home” Love, Susan Elmer + 

Benjamin Hendrix. 

  A thank-you 

       note from 

   Benjamin 

A 
re you retired from a large 

corporation? If you are, did 

you know that your gift of 

time and/or money may still qualify 

for matching gifts? To find out if 

your volunteerism and donations 

to Habitat qualifies, go to: 

www1.matchinggifts.com/habitat 

Did you know? 

Glenn Richardson 
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HENDERSON COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

THANKS ITS GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 
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