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We build affordable homes on the foundation of Christian love, where families are  
provided a secure environment and together a community is established. 

 
Please WELCOME our newest Habitat Homeowners! 

              Fall 2020  

Bonnie Stahr (left) and her two daughters, Payton and 
Rylee, became new homeowners in September and are 
now part of the Dodd Meadows Community.  Let’s give 
them a big, “Welcome Home” shout out! 

Bonnie shared that until now, they had lived in an over-
crowded two bedroom and she knew they deserved some-
thing better.  In an effort to show her daughters anything is 
possible if you dedicate yourself and work hard, Bonnie 
took that first important step and applied for housing assis-
tance with Habitat for Humanity. 

She shared in her application letter, “...I have worked very 
hard to get where I am and I feel I’m ready to take the next 
step in making that dream come true.”  The result is that 
Bonnie and her girls now have an affordable, energy-
efficient, brand new home! 

Crystal Robbins and her daughter, Emily,(right) are also 
new homeowners in the Dodd Meadows Community and 
we are excited that they are now in their own three-
bedroom and two bath home after living with family in a 
crowded basement that was cold, dark and damp with 
visible mold, and unfinished with limited appliances. 

Crystal heard about Habitat from one of her friends and 
did not hesitate to apply.  She said, “Through so many 
hard times in the past 21 years and many changes in my 
hopes and dreams, I am finally in a place in my life where 
I can focus on providing a safe and loving place for us.” 

Thank you, Habitat supporters, for making the dreams of 
these two families become a reality, and welcome to the 
Robbins and Stahr families. 

Habitat is now partnering with First Bank and USDA to help provide additional mortgage origination 
and lending services to our homeowners!  This partnership will allow Habitat to increase our reve-
nue with each closing, along with the homeowner’s continuing to receive an affordable monthly pay-
ment where they will not be paying more than 30% of their monthly income.  Thank you, First Bank 
and USDA, for all of your help in our goal to provide affordable housing in our community!   
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These days, Bluetooth technology is just about everywhere you look. 
Speakers can be connected to each other, your smart phone can talk 
to your car’s systems, headphones can be connected to music players, 
the list goes on and on. In fact, we see the name and its iconic logo on 
virtually every device we own. But where did the term  Bluetooth come 
from, and why is it used? And what’s the deal   behind that curious 
Bluetooth logo? It is a fascinating story.
 
When Bluetooth was first created, it was designed to replace the wires 
present in everyday items like mice and keyboards. Of course,  today, 

it’s capable of so much more than that. Modern Bluetooth connections can link cars to phones 
and printers to computers. The system opens up opportunities that weren’t possible with 
wired connections. Today, thousands of companies are working  on innovative new products 
to make it easier for devices to work together, and all this links back to a brand story about a 
king uniting people across a continent. But, I’m getting ahead of the story.
 
The history of the Bluetooth name begins with a collaboration between the designers of the 
Bluetooth wireless communication device. During the summer of 1997, Jim Kardach of Intel 
met with Sven Mattisson of Ericsson for a drink at a local pub. While they were together, the 
two started talking about history, and Mattisson brought up a book called “The Longships” in 
which he had learned about King Harald of Denmark and Norway. After this meeting, Kardach 
went home and learned more about Harald of Denmark, a 10th Century king, and how he 
had been able to bring various parts of Scandinavia together - building connections between 
dispersed groups and uniting them into a single kingdom.
 
King Harald was the son of the first Danish king recognized by history - Gorm the Old -  
thereby making Harald’s surname Gormsson.  But he was also known as Harald Bluetooth.  
Why King Harald had the nickname “Bluetooth” is up for some debate.  Some say that it was 
because he loved eating blueberries, while the most plausible explanation is that he had a 
dead or ‘’blue” tooth.   In creating the Bluetooth standard, the inventors felt that they were, in 
effect doing something similar to King Harald by uniting communication protocols. Therefore, 
the Bluetooth name was adopted.
 
Now, what about that logo? The squiggle of 
shapes in the bright blue brandmark comes 
from the combination of “H” and “B,” the initials 
of Harald Bluetooth, written in the ancient letters 
used by Vikings, which are called “runes.” The 
runes are superimposed.  In technical terms, 
the Bluetooth logo is a “bind-rune.” This simply 
means that it is an image made up of two runes 
merged together.
 
So, there you have it! Bluetooth, and the history of the name, is all about effective 
communication. Which brings me to the purpose of this article (you knew there had to be one, 
right?). Newslink is designed to keep you informed about what Habitat is doing and where 
we are going to advance our mission.  But, to be fully effective, it needs to talk about things 
you want to hear about. So, this is my invitation to you to let us know what topics you would 
like Newslink  to address in future issues. This is your chance to shape our communication.   
Please send all ideas and suggestions to info@habitat-hvl.org or drop us a line at 1111  Keith 
Street, Hendersonville, NC 28792. We are looking forward to hearing from you. And, as 
always, thank you for all you do for Habitat.
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Meet the Grunts 
                        

By Rich DeSimone 
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2020 FAITH BUILD 
Thanks to our partnership with Thrivent and through the generosity of Advent Health and local 
churches, Henderson County Habitat for Humanity is working to build another Faith Build home 
for a new homeowner in our community. Join us as we seek to accomplish our mission of safe, 
reliable, and affordable housing for all.   

Big thanks to:   

• Hendersonville First Baptist Church 

• Grace Lutheran Church 

• Hendersonville Presbyterian Church 

• Mills River Presbyterian Church 

• Trinity Lutheran Church 

• First United Methodist Church 

• Hope United Methodist Church 

• Skyland United Methodist Church   

• Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Hendersonville! 

    
 

  
 

More Habitat News 

  

        “The Age of Abearius” 
 
Habitat for Humanity participated in Down-
town Hendersonville’s Bearfootin Bears 
charity auction again this year and we are 
pleased to announce that our BEAR raised  
      $6,100!! 
 
Many thanks to our generous Habitat sup-
porters and to our artist, Heidi Mayfield! 

We are deeply saddened to announce the passing of Barbara Walker, our Landrum ReStore 
Manager. Barbara passed away on Sunday, October 4th. She was dearly loved by staff, volunteers, 
customers and the community. Barbara always had a smile for everyone she came into contact with 
and an infectious, happy attitude that was shared with everyone she met. She will be greatly missed 
by her Habitat family!



Our handy ReStores    
in Hendersonville, Fletcher & 
Landrum support our local 
Habitat homebuilding pro-
gram so please support them 
when you can.  They are 
stocked full of home im-
provement items, home fur-
nishings and décor, unique 
gifts and lots of treasures—
all waiting for you to find 
them. 
 
Our ReStores are always ac-
cepting donated items in good 
working, re-sellable condition 
(tools, paint, appliances, furni-
ture, artwork, home decor, lin-
ens, household goods, lum-
ber, etc.,  but no mattresses, 
please.) You can drop them by 
one of our locations or call us 
to schedule a pick up of your 
larger donated items at 828-
696-9524. Thanks! 

Henderson County Habitat for Humanity, 1111 Keith Street, Hendersonville, NC 28792 
www.habitat-hvl.org, 828-694-0340 or call 828-696-9524 to schedule donation pick-ups 
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 Covid-19 Ripple Effects 
Yes, like the rest of society, the Covid pandemic has affected 
how we do our work and how we receive our supplies.  We 
have had to alter our daily work protocols and policies and 
have found the following: 
 
 our distribution chains have slowed down substantially.  
 the material costs have increased significantly due to sup-

ply and demand.  

 the production of material items needed slowed down in 
manufacturing facilities due to workers being unable to 
work which has had a huge domino effect.  

 the materials from China are difficult to get through cus-
toms.  

 our gift in kind donors from HFHI are currently unable to 
meet our demand (i.e. Whirlpool, DuPont, etc.) so we may 
have to purchase some items at full price or work with lo-
cal providers.  

We greatly appreciate your thoughts and prayers as we con-
tinue to strive to fulfill our mission - safe, affordable homes! 
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